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RHA Annual Meeting
Please join us for the Annual Meeting of the Ralston
Historical Association which will be held at 1 pm on
Sunday, July 8 at the General Store which is on Rt.
24 at the intersection of  Roxiticus Road. Trustees
and officers will be elected and a review of  last year’s
accomplishments and plans for this year will be dis-
cussed. The trustees nominated  for  re-election
from this year's Class of 2007 are Wilma Sagurton,
Margaret Hogan and Valerie Horowitz.

We are pleased to announce that, thanks to signifi-
cant contributions to our Collections Fund, we were
able to purchase the rare Dod instrument made by
S[tephen] &D[aniel] Dod of  Mendham. We used a
portion of  a generous donation from the 1772 Foun-
dation to have the instrument framed.

The instrument is a brass protracting parallel rule, a
multi-purpose drafting instrument that includes scales
showing every inch and half-inch, with transversal
interpolation grids. S-shaped hinges provide parallel
rule motion to a second rule, which carries the semi-
circular protractor, divided every degree and mounted
with the index arm.

Lebbeus Dod [1739-1816] established an armory for
the manufacture and repair of  muskets after serving

The 2007 museum season began on May 27th and
will continue through mid-October. The museum is
open on Sundays and holidays from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The museum docent is Paula Duer.

(continued on page 2)

Mendham Dod Instrument
on Display

Preservation New Jersey just released its annual list
of  New Jersey’s Ten Most Endangered Historic Sites.
The list for 2007 includes locations in Bergen,
Burlington, Hunterdon, Mercer, Monmouth, Passaic,
Somerset and Sussex counties. None in Morris County.
None in Mendham.
Morris County recently
released its annual list of
the 10 Most Endan-
gered Historic Sites. Even though they are not on
the PNJ or Morris County lists, in the past year we
have lost two historic houses in the township.

The first house demolished this year is on Tingley
Road, the Cocran House. According to the 1986 Mor-
ris County Cultural Resources Survey:

The second house demolished this year is on East
Main Street in Brookside, the Brookside Double
House. Again according to the 1986 Morris County
Cultural Resources Survey: (continued on page 3)

A house stood on this site as early as 1853, owned by
the Cocran (Cochran) family. In 1868, according to Beer’s
Atlas of Morris County, Alex Cocran owned a house
here. Robinson’s Atlas of 1887 indicates the property
was owned by Mrs. A. Cocran, probably Alex’s widow.

New Season for General Store
Museum

Mendham Township
Loses 2 Historic Houses

Demolition of the Cocran House on Tingley Road

Bills Offer Hope
for Historic Homes,
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T we n t y - t wo
years ago Owen
and Rose Carlin
were attracted
to the lushness
of the Mendham
countryside.  It
seems fitting
that they leave
us in a season
when this rich
foliage is at its
peak.  Owen and
Rose are begin-

ning a new chapter in their lives with a move to Leland,
North Carolina.  They will soon reside 15 minutes away
from their son Tom, Susanna, his wife and, of  course,
the grandchildren, Luke and Isabel.

They came from Norwalk, Connecticut when Tom
was a junior and daughter Jeanette a freshman in high
school. It was Tom’s involvement in scouting that
brought Owen and Rose to the Ralston Historical
Association. Tom’s Eagle Scout project was repainting
the front of the General Store. Owen and Rose met
the Association’s members and soon were solicited
to become trustees.  They have served the community
as trustees since 1989.  Rose has been corresponding
secretary and Owen has been in charge of maintenance
and preservation. Their dedication and hard work is ap-
preciated by all the Association members.

When asked what memories of Mendham will they
take with them, Owen replied his orchard, tennis
court and India Brook. They both commented on the
open door policy of their backyard tennis court and
the many friendships developed there. The Ralston
Historical Association’s activities and sprucing up the
General Store were among their memories.

The Association will remember the promptness and
eloquence of  Rose’s correspondence, the preciseness
of  Owen’s plans and of  course the apple cider at our
meetings. We wish the Carlins health and happiness
in their new home.

Whirled to Death in Cider Mill Machinery

Mendham--Dragged into the machinery of his
cider mill when his clothing caught in a revolv-
ing shaft yesterday Geroge Dubucs, fifty years
old, who operated the old McLoughlin distillery
at Ralston, Mendham Township, was found
dead some time later by his wife. Dubucs's
body was still being whirled by the shaft when
his wife made the discovery and she was un-
able to turn off the power.
     Mrs. Dubucs rushed to the street and
stopped a passing motorist, Thomas Halsey
of Ralston who succeeded in stopping the
press. Dubucs's body was badly mangled.
   Coroner Thomas Lewis of Boonton and
Trooper Carmody of the Morristown state po-
lice barracks were summoned. It is believed
that when Dubucs started the press a pocket
of a sweater he was wearing caught in the
shaft.  The man lived on the property on which
the mill is located. Besides his wife, he leaves
a married daughter living in Irvington.

From The Newark News, February 4, 1930:

Ralston Cider Mill Tragedy

as Captain of  the artillery under George Washington,
who detached him from active duty to develop the ar-
mory. Prior to the war he had been well-established as
a clock-maker, surveyor and mathematical instrument
maker. His sons Stephen [1770-1855], Daniel [1778-
1823] and Abner [1772-1847] carried on his business,
and also worked as gunsmiths.

The house where the Dod family lived is located on
W. Main Street in Mendham Borough, opposite West
Field and signified by a red Morris County Heritage
Commission sign in the front yard.

The instrument has been expertly mounted and is now
on display in the General Store. Please stop in and see
this marvelous piece of  Mendham history.

(continued from page 1)

Dod Instrument

Rose and Owen Carlin

Ralston Bids Farewell to
Rose and Owen Carlin
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Catherine Emmons, a past President and Trustee
Emeritus of the Ralston Historical Association died
on Tuesday, May 15, 2007 at Holly Manor Nursing
Home. She was 97. Kate was a longtime member of
the RHA and was also active in the Mendham Bor-
ough Historical Society. She moved to Mendham in
1914 with her family and worked for 44 years at
Robinson’s Drug Shop before retiring in 1973. She
served as grand marshal of  the Mendham Labor Day
parade several times and was honored by borough
officials in August 2006, when they held a Catherine
Emmons Day.
Her book,
Through the Years
in Mendham Bor-
ough contains pic-
tures and other
i n f o r m a t i o n
about the Bor-
ough from its be-
ginning in 1906.

Bills Offer Hope for
Historic Homes

Tracy Kinsel presents Kate Emmons with a plaque naming her a
Ralston Historical Association Trustee Emeritus in 2004.

Sadly both of these houses will not be included in
the current revised Morris County Cultural Resources
Survey now taking place and later to be published
by the County. Both houses were demolished to make
way for the newer larger and more modern struc-
tures of our time.

(continued from page 1)Much in the news lately because of its link to the
sale of state assets being considered by Governor
Corzine's office, renewal of the Garden State Pres-
ervation Trust/NJ Historic Trust bill is before
the New Jersey Senate at this time. This legislation
has made New Jersey a leader in the preservation of
open space and historic sites. Roughly half  of  the
states in this country have enacted similar bills, many
taking the form of  the very successful federal in-
come tax credit for historic preservation contained
in Section 47 of the Internal Revenue Code. It is
very important that this bill is renewed and strength-
ened so that New Jersey can maintain its role as a
model for preservation and open space.

A tax credit for the renovation of historic
homes...

The NJ Historic Tax Credit bill, Historic Prop-
erties Revitalization Act (A896, S2030) is waiting
for approval in both chambers of the NJ Legislature
after passing the Senate Budget Committee unani-
mously. The HPRA would provide homeowners or cor-
porations with a tax credit for renovation of historic
properties. A credit against his/her personal income
tax would be allowed or a business would be allowed a
credit against its corporate business tax of 25 percent
of the costs of a completed rehabilitation. The project
must be considered a substantial rehabilitation.

While homes that are listed on the National Register
of  Historic Places do of  course qualify, homes  that
lie within locally designated historic districts that con-
tribute to the district's importance are eligible to be
certified by the State Historic Preservation Office.
The program would be administered by the New Jer-
sey State Historic Preservation Office.

One of only two surviving double houses in
Mendham, this is a relic of the 19th century “ indus-
trial” heyday of Brookside.

Catherine Emmons

Mendham Township
Loses 2 Historic Houses

Please contact Governor Corzine and your state legislators and voice your support of  historic preservation in New Jersey:
Governor Jon Corzine
Office of the Governor, PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625 (609)-292-6000
Senator Anthony R. Bucco
75 Bloomfield Ave., 3rd Floor, Denville, NJ 07834 (973)-627-9700

Assemblyman Michael Patrick Carroll
20 South St., Suite 2B, Morristown, NJ 07960 (973)-539-8113
Assemblyman Richard A. Merkt
12 Old Brookside Rd., Randolph, NJ 07869 (973)-895-9100

See www.preservationnj.org for further information.
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 BY JEFF PURCELL

I am very pleased to announce that the Association has purchased the Dod Instrument, a pair of  brass rulers
and attached protractor from Wilma Sagurton by using the funds collected from our members.  The Dod
instrument was made in Mendham by brothers Stephen and Daniel. More information about this unique
antiquity can be found on page 1 of  this newsletter.

During the past year, the Ralston General Store had 165 visitors and we collected close to $250 from
donations and the purchase of  merchandise, mostly books about Mendham and the Rock-a-bye Railroad.  We
were thrilled to receive a $5,000 donation from the 1772 Foundation. A portion of  the gift was used to display
the Dod instrument. The trustees are in the process of  deciding what would be best to do with the remainder
of  the award. Top on our list of  priorities is new interior lighting for the General Store’s display.  We’ve
contacted the firm that did the lighting for the Museum of  Early Trades in Madison to see what would work
best in our museum.  We’re also considering republishing the book written by Ella Mockridge, Our Mendham.

Maintenance on the general store continues and the trustees will greatly miss the efforts of  Owen
Carlin who is relocating to North Carolina with his wife Rose.  Before he left, Owen washed the front of the
store to remove the mold and he applied a coat of  sealer afterwards.  If  anyone would be interested in helping
us with the maintenance of the general store, please send an email to pfr14@aol.com or give me a call at 973-
543-7834.

This year’s special exhibit is entitled “Early Lighting” and I can promise you that you will never see as
extensive a collection as has been assembled by Wilma Sagurton.  Please be sure to ask our docent, Paula
Duer, about the many pieces on display.  As usual, the museum opens on Memorial Day weekend and will
continue through mid-October.

And just a correction from my message in last year’s newsletter – The Mendham Village Flower Shop
is still very much in business and has been for over 30 years.  Congratulations to them!

FROM THE COLLECTION              Rush Light Holder

One of the most unusual and finely crafted items in the General
Store is this rush light holder. As part of  our Early Lighting spe-
cial display, it seems only appropriate that we feature this item.

Rushes are long-stemmed plants that are found in wet marshy
ground and were abundant in this area years ago. Rushes were
picked in the summer to make into rush lights for the dark win-
ter evenings. After picking, the rushes were soaked in a nearby
stream to make them soft and then they were peeled. A sharp
fingernail was used to cut up the side of  the rush and the white
pith in the center was pulled out.

Fat from bacon, beef or mutton was melted in a grease pan near
a fire. Then the peeled rushes were pulled through the melted fat.
The rushes were gripped in a special rush light holder at a 45°

angle like this small one in our collection. They could give only a weak light and they did not take long to burn
to the end - lasting just long enough to perform a simple task. Rush lights could be lit at both ends to give more
light, but they would then burn up much more quickly.
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* Additional contribution

RALSTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 2006-2007
JOHN RALSTON SOCIETY

John Paul and Jacelyn Botti
1772 Foundation

LIFE MEMBERS

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Adams
Sheri and Steve Alexander
Thomas and Suzanne Andruskevich
Debbi and Ed Appel
Robert and Carla Barone
James and Patricia Barry
* Fred Bartenstein
Mr. Carl H. Bergelt
* Thomas and Karen Berry
Mr. and Mrs. James Bigham
John and Kirsten Brady
Ernest and Debra Brito
Mrs. Wilson Britten
Sally and Gordon Brummer
* Russell Buchanan
Elsa Buchner
* Rose and Owen Carlin
Frank and Jane Carotenuto
Robert and Frances Cavalero
Edward Clauss
Kyle and Casey Conti
Robert Crammer
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Cutler
Judy and John Craig
Tom and Kathy Day
* Anne Delaney and Chip Carver
Mr. and Mrs. J. Devine
Katherine DeVore
Mrs. Margery P. Dixon
* Bierne Donaldson
Dr. Robert Dorian
* Mr. and Mrs. John Drzik
Don and Liz Eberhart
Isabelle and Algernon Ellien
* Mr. B. Danforth Ely
Mr. Louis Farrelly
Matthew and Teresa Finlay
Phyllis & Ken Florek
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Forgatch
Mr. Sam Fornaro
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fox
Steven and Elizabeth Freeman
* Charles and Barbara Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gates
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Gillis
Mariben Glasscock
Mark Goggin
Joan and Gerald Gorman
Leslie Goryeb

Mr. and Mrs. Thor Gustafson
Mr. and Mrs. Sorer Haagensen
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Harun
Lucille Hobbie Heimrod
Dr. and Mrs. Vilas R. Herekar
Clelia C. Ilacqua
Jane Jenkins
George and Linda Johnson
James and Theresa Julian
Jonathan and Kori Kalafer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Neil Kazan
Mrs. Patricia F. Kellog
Mr. Alan L. Kenwood
* Tracy and Jamie Kinsel
A. P. Kirby, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. David Knoop
Anne and Steve Koehler
* Gordon and Sarah Dean Link
Gloria and Patrick Lonergan
Agi and Charles Louria
Dominick and Heather Lovecchio
Ms. Valerie D. Lyle
Jane MacNeil
Mr. Ernest E. Maw
Gene and Pat Maynard
Bud and Sudy Mayo
James and Kathleen McAnally
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Merck
* Michael and Hilary Merritt
Joan Shearer Miller
Robert and Linda Montgomery
Linda and William Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mulcahy
Raymond and Nancy Nadasky
Mr. and Mrs. Raoul H. Nehr
John J. Nosta
Laurence Orloff and Deanne Wilson
* Franklin and Margaret Parker
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Patten
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pierson
Dr. Rene Pingeon
Mrs. Duncan Pitney
* Mr. and Mrs. James Porter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Porto
Thomas and Carol Pugsley
Mr. Robert J. Purcell
Mr. and Mrs. Fenn Putnam
Edward and Rhoda Radke
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Rainis
* Ralph and Pat Rhodes
Maria and John Rice
Bierce Riley
Donald and Mary Robertson
Desmond and Marnie Robinson
Roxiticus Fund
Julie A. Rubinfeld

JoEllen Rubolotta
Celia Rulle
Wilma L. Sagurton
Robert and Elaine Santos
* Leslie and Karen Schlessinger
Inge Schnee
Glenn Schulte
Janet M. Schurter
Darby Anne Scott
Charles A. Shioleno
Robert and Valerie Sinclair
* Hugh and Joy Smith
Kevin and Dawn Smith
Mary H. Smith
Mr. Thomas Spruth
* Klaus and Ella Steiner
Richard and Alison Stewart
Al and Peggy Storer
Brian and Mary Ann Storms
Carlyn Taylor
Ms. Henrietta S. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. John Thompson
William F. Thompson
Thomas and Robin Timpson
Sam and Diane Tolley
* Fred and Connie Vanacore
Christian and Laurie Van Pelt
Roxanna Wagner
Stephen and Janet Westaway
Richard and Rosemarie Whiting
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Wilk
Mr. Alan Willemsen
Mr. and Mrs. H. Wilmerding
John and Nancy Wilson
Mr. Robert D. Worley
Charlotte S. Wyman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yamashita
Mary K. Young
Faith Zimmer
* Patricia Zimmerman

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Judy and John Craig
Morgan and Joanne Morton
Mary Coggeshall
Jim and MeiMei Newsome
Terry Vega
Mrs. Barbara Westergaard

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Joan Buck
Dolores Crammer
Andy Evans
* Sarah Flaherty

Beatrice Mastracchio
Suzanne Merkt
Joseph Ollerinshaw
* Dianne Scolamiero
Ida Welsh
Dennis White
* David Zimmerman

FAMILY/INSTITUTIONS

Nancy and David Bailin
Brian Boden
Helen and Dick Brede
The Bury Family
Michael Catania & Jan Rosenfeld
The Curtis Family
The DeSimone Family
Stephen and Lillian Fogle
Peter & Jenny Flood
Mr. And Mrs. Hedengren
Ben and Valerie Horowitz
George and Linda Nixon
The Pechmann Family
* Mr. and Mrs. John Rathgerber
The Schram Family
Joan and Robert Scialla
* Bob and Ruth Willis

SENIOR CITIZEN
MEMBERS

Robert Anderson
James Banko
* Celeste Bianco
Mrs. Wilson Britten
Bob and Marie Collins
Glen and Ellie Coutts
* Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Daley
Jean Day
Frank DiPrimo
Ellen and Bill Hanlon
George LaRosa
Richard Mervin
Janet McMillen
Meeson Michenfelder
Ann B. Mills
Janet T. Mills
Margaret Neill
Peggy and Hank Oswald
Ruth Rentsch
* Joe Replogie
Joseph and Barbara Szoke
Jane Wachsmuth
Robert Young



Mailing Address

Name

Ralston Historical Association
313 Mendham Road West
Mendham, NJ     07945

President – Jeff Purcell
Vice President – Tracy Kinsel
Recording Secretary – Wilma Sagurton
Corresponding Secretary – Rose Carlin
Treasurer – Judy Craig

Trustees
Owen Carlin
Dolores Crammer
Paula Duer
Margaret Hogan
Valerie Horowitz
Patricia Rhodes

Trustee Emeritus
Lucille Heimrod

                     Put mailing label here

A large print version of this newsletter is available by calling 973-543-7834

2007– 2008 Membership Renewal Form

The Ralston Historical Association is always
looking for volunteers to help in a variety of
ways. If interested, please include your name
and phone number below or send an email to

rjp13@patmedia.net.

Name: _______________________

Phone: ______________________

Please make your tax deductible check
payable to:

Ralston Historical Association
313 Mendham Road – West

Mendham, NJ     07945

    stamp

Visit our website: www.ralstonmuseum.org

Check the Appropriate Membership

Email

City/State/Zip

Building/Collections Fund $

Please indicate your membership information

Senior Citizen ($15.00 per year)

Individual Member ($25.00 per year)

Family/Institution Member ($40.00 per year)

New Member Corporate/Matching GiftRenewal

Sustaining Member ($100.00 per year)

Life Member ($250.00 one time)

John Ralston Society ($1,000. 00 one time)


