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John Ralston Nesbitt and his Great Grand Daughter

Carolyn Ralston Nesbitt Wagenseller

John Ralston Nesbitt (above) was the son

of Hugh and Mary Ann Nesbitt and a neph-

ew of the original John Ralston who built
the Ralston General Store. John R. Nesbitt
ran the store for a while after his father’s
death, and later built the Nesbitt grist mill
(bottom right) next to Burnett Brook
(across the street from Sammy’s) in 1848.

Thomas Nesbitt, J.R.Nesbitt’s great great
uncle came to America from County Ar-
magh, Ireland in 1760 on a ship called
“Cyprus.” in 1784. J.R. Nesbitt was re-

sponsible for establishing the Ralston
Post Office and in naming the western
portion of Mendham Township
“Ralston,” to perpetuate his grandfather’s
name.

The mill operated until 1908 when
Thomas Laughlin purchased it and con-
verted it into a distillery. “Tiger Apple-
jack,” or as it was sometimes called,
“Jersey Lightening,” was made there
until prohibition forced the mill to close
in 1919.

Carolyn Ralston Nesbitt Wagenseller
(right) was in town last November and
posed with a copy of the DAR
(Daughters of the American Revolution)
insignia that she hopes to get approved
once she has proven that John Ralston is
her patriot.

Carolyn, who now lives in California
with her husband, Jay, was here to attend
her husband’s high school reunion. She
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took the opportunity to stop by and
catch up with long time friends Valerie
Sinclair and Lissa Anderson. All three
women visited the Ralston Manor
House and the general store established
by her ancestor, John Ralston.
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New Items Donated to the General Store Museum by Carolyn Wagenseller

The following items have been donated to the museum collection by
Carolyn Wagenseller and are now on display in the main showcase in
the General Store.

1. Carpenter's square: steel, brass, and wood.

2. Wood Box with bone and mother of pearl trim lined with tin. Sil-
ver Peru coins included. Front inscribed Sam H. (Hartnell) Nesbitt.

This box and the foreign coins were brought from Lima, Peru, South
America about 1824 by Carolyn’s great great grandmother's brother,
Stuart Rolston (Ralston) who went back to Peru with his brother T.
Jefferson in 1825. T. Jefferson was killed by his servant while cross-
ing the Andes. His brother, Daniel Stuart, was never again heard

from.

7 Letter—John R Nesbitt, October 5, 1880.
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N 3. Antique snuff box circa 1824.

4. Antique candle stick snuffers and trays (2.)

AL

NOTE: The first candle snuffers were made in the 16th cen-
tury, but became widespread in the 18th century, when mod-
els of various forms were produced following the fashions
and the taste of the moment. The scissor portion was used to
cut off the burning tip of the candlewick. The flaming tip
was trapped and extinguished inside the small box. Modern
candlewicks are made of pure cotton and do not need to be
cut. In older times the wicks were made of a hollow rush
stem and necessitated continuous maintenance to preserve

the maximum output of light.

5. English walking cane with brass ferrule, horn handle. Carved
“Sam” 1898.

6. Rustic twig cane.

7. Crook handle cane with initial silver collar—JDT.

8. Knob head pencil cane.

9. Navy blue silk parasol with ivory and brass handle (not shown.)
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RALSTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS—2015—2016

JOHN RALSTON SOCIETY

1772 Foundation

John Paul and Jacelyn Botti
*Sara Dean Link

Ralph & Pat Rhodes

Drs. Michael & Victoria Stewart

LIFE MEMBERS

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Adams

Scott Adams

Sheri and Steve Alexander

Thomas and Suzanne
Andruskevich

*Debbi and Ed Appel

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Appleby

Robert and Carla Barone

James and Patricia Barry

Fred Bartenstein

Thomas and Karen Berry

Mr. and Mrs. James Bigham

John and Kirsten Brady

Michael & Denise Brandes

Rita Akers Brautigam

Ernest and Debra Brito

Mrs. Wilson Britten

Sally and Gordon Brummer

*Russell Buchanan

Van Buchanan

Elsa Buchner

William and Laurie Burke

*Rose and Owen Carlin

Jane Carotenuto

Robert and Frances Cavalero

Edward Clauss

Kyle and Casey Conti

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Cutler

Judy and John Craig

Tom and Kathy Day

Anne Delaney and Chip Carver

Augie and Diane Corsico

Mr. and Mrs. J. Devine

Mrs. Margery P. Dixon

*Beirne Donaldson & Wood
Huntley

Mr. and Mrs. John Drzik

John Eade & Deborah
Schemerler

*Don Eberhart

Isabelle and Algernon Ellien

Mr. B. Danforth Ely

Mr. Louis Farrelly

Gerald Fava

April Fey

Matthew and Teresa Finlay
Phyllis & Ken Florek

Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Forgatch
Mr. Sam Fornaro

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fox
Steven and Elizabeth Freeman
Charles and Barbara Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gates
Mariben Glasscock

Mark Goggin

Joan and Gerald Gorman
Leslie Goryeb

Mr. and Mrs. Sorer Haagensen
Mrs. Joseph Harun

Dr. and Mrs. Vilas R. Herekar
Anne Marie Hornyak

Clelia C. Ilacqua

Jane Jenkins

George and Linda Johnson
James and Theresa Julian
Jonathan and Kori Kalafer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Neil Kazan
Mrs. Patricia F. Kellog

Mr. Alan L. Kenwood

Tracy and Jamie Kinsel

A. P. Kirby, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. David Knoop
Anne and Steve Koehler
Joseph & Christine Laird
Kristine Lamb

George & Margaret LaRosa
William & Karen Linden
Gloria and Patrick Lonergan
Agi and Charles Louria
gl%ninick and Heather Lovec-

Ms. Valerie D. Lyle

Elisabeth H. MacDonald

Jane MacNeil

Gene and Pat Maynard

Bud and Sudy Mayo

James and Kathleen McAnally
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Merck
Robert Meyer

Michael and Hilary Merritt
Joan Shearer Miller

Robert and Linda Montgomery
Linda and William Moran
Morgan and Joanne Morton
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mulcahy
*Raymond & Nancy Nadaskay
Mr. and Mrs. Raoul H. Nehr

John J. Nosta

Wenda Oddsen Monger

Wrence Orloff & Deanne
1lson

Margaret Parker

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Patten
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pierson
Mr. and Mrs. James Porter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Porto
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Prividi
Thomas and Carol Pugsley
Mr. Robert J. Purcell
Edward and Rhoda Radke
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Rainis
Maria and John Rice

Bierce Riley

Donald and Mary Robertson
]S)Oensmond and Marnie Robin-

Roxiticus Fund

Julie A. Rubinfeld

JoEllen Rubolotta

Celia Rulle

Robert and Elaine Santos
Leslie Schlessinger

Inge Schnee

Glenn Schulte

Janet M. Schurter

Diane and Eugene Scikaniero
Darby Anne Scott

Mark and Linda Sharland
Charles A. Shioleno

Valerie Sinclair

Hugh and Joy Smith

Kevin and Dawn Smith
Mary H. Smith

Klaus and Ella Steiner
Richard and Alison Stewart
Al and Peggy Storer

Brian and Mary Ann Storms
Carlyn Taylor

Ms. Henrietta S. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. John Thompson
William F. Thompson
Thomas and Robin Timpson
Sam and Diane Tolley
*Connie Vanacore

Christian & Laurie Van Pelt
Roxanna Wagner

Benjamin R. Weber

Stephen and Janet Westaway
Richard & Rosemarie Whiting
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Wilk
Mr. Alan Willemsen

Mr. and Mrs. H. Wilmerding
John and Nancy Wilson

Mr. Robert D. Worley
Charlotte S. Wyman

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Yamashita
Mary K. Young

James Zemaitis

Faith Zimmer

*Patricia Zimmerman

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Bonnie Ralston

FAMILY/INSTITUTIONS

Joseph and Kathy Arvay
AT&T Foundation

Sarah and Franklin Flaherty
Stephen and Lillian Fogle
Gretchen and Corey Holquist
Robert Jacobus

John J. Meister

Michael and Hilary Merritt
R. Mort O’Shea

James and Anne Patterson
J. Allan and Shirley Phillips
Joan and Robert Scialla
Bill and Pat Thompson

R. M. Watson

SENIOR CITIZEN
MEMBERS

Barbara A. Barth

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brede
Jean Bruntals

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Rentsch
Mr. and Mrs. J Szoke

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Mr. and Mrs. M. Conroy

James B. Barry
Peggy Newton

* Building Fund Contributor




Ralston Historical Association

313 Mendham Road West
Mendham, NJ 07945

Ralston Historical Association

Established in 1941

President—AnneMarie Hornyak
Vice President—Greg Duer
Secretary—Pat Rhodes
Treasurer—Jeff Purcell

Trustees

Janice Backer
Paula Duer
Margaret Hogan
Tracy Kinsel
Kris Lamb
Helen Machleder
Joann Moretti
Cathy Nodoro

Visit our website: www.ralstonmuseum.org

2016—2017 Membership Renewal Form
Please indicate your membership information
New Member  Renewal Matching Gift

John Ralston Society ($1,000.00 one time)

Life Member ($250.00 one time)
Sustaining Member ($100.00 per year)

Family/Institution Member ($40.00 per year)

Individual Member ($25.00 per year)
Senior Citizen ($15.00 per year)
Building/Collections Fund $

Name

Mailing Address

City/State/Zip

Email Address

The Ralston Historical Association is always looking
for volunteers to help in a variety of ways. If interest-
ed, please include your name and phone number below
or send an email to rjpS43@verizon.net.

Name:

Phone:

Email Address:

RHA is a 501(c)3 organization. Please make your tax de-

ductible check payable to:

Ralston Historical Association
313 Mendham Road West
Mendham, NJ 07945

Please, il%clude your email address if you would like
a receipt.

Email Ad-
ress




