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Wilma Sagurton, RHA Secretary and Curator

Wilma Lewis Sagurton of Mend-
ham Township, a long time member
of the Ralston Historical Association
and for many years its secretary died
on August 25, 2010. She was 94.

Wilma was born at home on Feb-
ruary 2, 1916 at her parent's dairy
farm on Combs Hollow Road in
Randolph, NJ. Her Father's ances-
tors had lived there since the early

1730's and established mills, farms
and other early industries. Wilma
fondly remembered her life on the
farm and riding in a horse drawn
sled to attend the local two room
school house. The family moved two
miles to Mountainside Road in
Mendham Township after being
forced off the farm because of a
planned reservoir that was never
built.

She married James R. Sagurton
on September 24, 1937. They lived
in Bloomfield, NJ before returning
to her family home in Mendham 54
years ago.

Mrs. Sagurton co-authored, "And
Then There was Lighting," and
wrote, "The Lewises of Combs Hol-
low". She is featured on the DVD,

"Girl on the Farm,"” and a DVD in
which she describes the exhibits on
display at the Ralston General Store
Museum. She delivered a series of
lectures with slide show and artifact
displays on various historical topics
to audiences throughout the area,
most notably, "Early Lighting". She
has loaned or donated countless his-
toric artifacts to many local muse-
ums including the Ralston General
Store in Mendham, NJ.

We will remember Wilma for
frequently bringing an unusual arti-
fact to the monthly Association
meetings and explaining how she
found the item at an auction or
house sale. She was an inspiration
to those who enjoy the study of his-

tory.

Cursive Writing, Antique or Not?

What used to be a mandate has
now become an extravagance that
borders on extinction. Something
left to be admired but attempted by
few and
achieved by
even less.

Precise,
beautifully an-
gled cursive handwriting is in jeop-
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Perfectly formed letters became
beautifully crafted words. Even the
phrases she copied over and over
carried wisdom to the mind of the

young writer. “Never fail to be

ardy of being lost forever in our soci- courteous if you wish to be useful.”

ety. In her penmanship notebook,
dated November 28. 1864, Ella
Mockridge painstakingly copied
phrases over and over. Her spirals

and swirls improving with every line.

Not only has the message been
lost to our fast-paced, technology-
savvy youth, but also the manner in
which the message is sent. In our
present world of text messages, e-
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mails and Facebook there is little
desire or need for cursive writing,
The beauty of the written word is
much less appreciated than the
speed and instan-
taneous response
. made available

Even our schools
are abandoning their cursive writing
curriculums in place of computer
keyboarding.

Hence. the question is posed.
Will Ella’s notebook of practice be
elevated from the practical to the
level of antique, fine art?
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From the Collection

Can You Hear Me Now?

This device is made from metal and
wood. It has moving parts that pro-
duce a sound. In today's world we

might consider “Happy Birthday” or

Happy New Year” but this was not
the historical purpose. A clue for
you would be “Here [ come.” So,
what is its name and what was its
purpose? Come to the Ralston
General Store to find out.

Peg Your Answer on This

A clue? Well okay, “Radical Miss
Potgorsky!” I love this clue but my
wife hates it. This artifact is made of
metal. From the picture you can
identify its “family” but what did it
use and why were there four ele-

ments at the top? These were com-
mon during past centuries in
Europe and the Americas until
technology, knowledge and con-
science caused them to be re-
placed. Stop down to the Ralston
General Store to find out more.
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

I’d like to take this opportunity to
introduce myself. My name is Mar-
garet Hogan and my family and I
have lived in the Ralston section of
Mendham Township for 17 years. 1
am one of the Trustees of the Ral-
ston Historical Association.

You might ask how one becomes
involved with such an organization.
Well let me tell you how that hap-
pened to me.

My daughter was a fourth grade
student at the Mendham Township
Elementary School. In fourth grade
the students studied the history of
New Jersey. The completion of their
studies ended in a project. The stu-
dents had to choose three historic
homes in Mendham Township, in-
terview the homeowners and then
write about what they learned. My
daughter and her partner chose
homes in the Ralston section of
Mendham Township. All of the
homeowners were gracious and kind
and invited the girls into their homes
for tours and to tell the girls all the
history of their homes. Of course |
was lucky enough to escort the girls.

I clearly remember the three
homes. The Ralston Manor House
with the general store in the front is
a spectacular home, loaded with his-
tory. We were told of stories of
slaves living in the attic with no
heat. Can you imagine a winter like
the one we just had and not having
heat!

The Ralston School House was
built in 1829. The cost to build the
School House was $500. It was
closed in 1940 and shortly thereafier
became a home.

Pine Hill was one of the last
homes we saw. It originally sat
closer to Route 24 and was moved
back 1,800 feet off the road. At one
time it operated as a convalescent
bome for World War I soldiers

All of the homeowners had an
incredible knowledge of the history
of their homes. They were proud to
tell us all that they knew. I think I
had more fun then the girls. That
was it, I was hooked. I wanted to
learn more about the history in our
area.

It took a little research and a

phone call and I was invited to a
meeting of the Ralston Historical
Association. I learn something new
at every meeting, either regarding a
piece from the museum or some his-
tory relating to our town. Of course
the added bonus is the people I’ve
met.

Most of us decide to live in “The
Mendhams” because we love the
community. What makes a town a
community are the organizations in
that town. As you know all the or-
ganizations rely on volunteers. So
be a part of this community and vol-
unteer. Meet some wonderful people
and maybe even learn something
new. Just don’t say you live in “The
Mendhams,” be a part of the Mend-
ham community.

L invite you to attend The Ralston
Historical Association’s Annual
meeting being held on June 12 at 1
PM at the Ralston Museum located
at 313 Mendham Road — West. I'm
sure you have something to offer. I
hope to see you there.

Margaret Hogan
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RALSTON HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 2010-2011

JOHN RALSTON
SOCIETY

John Paul and Jacelyn Bott
1772 Foundation

Drss. Michael and Victoria
Stewart

LIFE MEMBERS

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Adams
Scott Adams

Sheri and Steve Alexander
Thomas and Suzanne An-
druskevich

Debbi and Ed Appel
Robert and Carla Barone
James and Patricia Barry
*Fred Bartenstein

Mz. Carl H. Bergelt
Thomas and Karen Berry
Mr. and Mss. James Bigham
John and Kirsten Brady
Eenest and Debra Brito
Mrs. Wilson Britten

*Sally and Gordon Brummer
Russell Buchanan

Van Buchanan

Flsa Buchner

* Rose and Owen Carlin
Frank and Jane Carotenuto
Robert and Frances Cavalero
Edward Clauss

Kyle and Casey Conti

Mzs. and Mrs. Laurence Cutler
Judy and Jobn Craig

Tom and Kathy Day

*Anne Delaney and Chip
Carver

Mr. and Mzss. J. Devine
Katherine DeVore

Mrs. Margery P. Dixon

* Beirne Donaldson & Wood
Huntley

Dr. Robert Dorian

Mzr. and Mzss. John Drzik
John Fade & Deborah
Schemerler

Don Eberhart

Isabelle and Algernon Ellien
B. Danforth Ely

Mr. Louis Farrelly

Matthew and Teresa Finlay
Phyllis & Ken Florek

Mr. and Mzs. J. D. Forgatch
Mzr. Sam Fornaro

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Fox
Steven and Flizabeth Freeman
*Charles and Barbara Frost

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gates
Mrs. Richard E. Gillis
Marben Glasscock

Mark Goggin

Joan and Gerald Gorman
Leslie Goryeb

M. and Mss. Thor Gustafson
Mz, and Mrs. Sorer Haagensen
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Harun
Dr. and Mrs. Vilas R. Herekar
Clelia C. llacqua

Jane Jenkins

George and Linda Johnson
James and Theresa Julian
Jonathan and Kor Kalafer
Mr. and Mrs. J. Neil Kazan
Mrs. Patricia F. Kellog

Mr. Alan L. Kenwood

Tracy and Jamie Kinsel

A. P. Kirby, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. David Knoop
Anne and Steve Kochler
Kristine Lamb

*Sarah Dean Liok

Gloria and Patrick Lonergan
Agt and Charles Louria
Dominick and Heather Lovec-
chio

Ms. Valerie D. Lyle

Jane MacNeil

Gene and Pat Maynard

Bud and Sudy Mayo

James and Kathleen McAnally
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Merck
*Michael and Hilary Merrtt
Joan Shearer Miller

Robert and Linda Montgom-
cry

Linda and William Moran
Morgan and Joanne Morton
Mz, and Mss. Frank Mulcahy
* Raymond and Nancy
Nadasky

Mr. and Mss. Raoul H. Nehr
John J. Nosta

Wenda Oddsen

Laurence Orxloff and Deanne
Wilson

Margaret Parker

Mr. and Mss. J. L. Patten
*Robert and Virginia Pierson
Dr. Rene Pingeon

Mrs. Duncan Pitney

* Mr. and Mrs. James Porter
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Porto
Thomas and Carol Pugsley

*Mr. Robert J. Purcell

Mzr. Fenn Putnam

Edward and Rhoda Radke
M. and Mrs. Eugene Rainis
* Ralph and Pat Rhodes
Maria and John Rice

Bierce Riley

Donald and Mary Robertson
Desmond and Marnie Robin-
son

Roxiticus Fund

Julie A. Rubinfeld

JoEllen Rubolotta

Celia Rulle

Robert and Elaine Santos
John Eade & Deborah
Schemerder

* Leslie and Karen Schless-
inget

Inge Schnee

Glenn Schulte

Janet M. Schurter

Darby Anne Scott

*Charles A. Shioleno

Valerie Sinclair

Hugh and Joy Smith

Kevin and Dawn Smith
Mary H. Smith

Ms. Thomas Spruth

Klaus and Ella Steiner
Richard and Alison Stewart
Al and Peggy Storer

Brian and Mary Ann Storms
Carlyn Taylor

Ms. Henrietta S. Thomas
Mr. and Mss. John Thompson
William F. Thompson
Thomas and Robin Timpson
Sam and Diane Tolley

Fred and Connie Vanacore
Christian and Laurie Van Pelt
Roxanna Wagner

Stephen and Janet Westaway
Richard and Rosemarie Whit-
ing

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Wilk
Mr. Alan Willemsen

Mz. and Mrs. H. Wilmerding
John and Nancy Wilson

Mz. Robert D. Wotley
Charlotte S. Wyman

Mt and Mrs. Michael Yama-
shita

Mary K. Young

Faith Zimmer

* Patricia Zimmerman

SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Chris and Patricia Eskeland
John and Mary Hemmend-
inger

Beatrice Mastracchio
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Rita Brautigam

Sarah Flaherty

Joan & Frank Goodhart
Annette Monaghan

Mort O’Shea

Thomas Roche

Anita Simons

Charles Walker
FAMILY/INSTITUTIONS
Allen County Public Library
Kathy & Joseph Arvay
David and Nancy Bailen
Brian and Judith Bodin
Helen and Dick Brede
Michael Catania & Jan Rosen-
feld

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Daley
Chris Davidson
Messina-Duarte Family
Stephen and Lillian Fogle
Jorge and Bianca Pereira
Allan and Shirley Phiilips
Joan and Robert Scialla
Gene and Diane Scolamiero
*Ralph and Marilyn Spengler
* Rob and Chris Strobel
Roy and Barbara Summers
Richard Watson

SENIOR CITIZEN MEM-
BERS

Anna Mae Atkins

James Banko

Barbara Barth

Joan Buck

Frank DiPrimo

Phil Jaeger

Arnhard Kuhk

Anne and Frank Nicastro
Joseph Ollenshaw

Linda Perkins

Maxine Shepard

Vincent & Elaine Suhocki
Joseph and Barbara Szoke
Madelyn Welles

* Mrs. Barbara Westergaard

* Building Fund Contributor
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Established in 1941

President — Margaret Hogan
Vice President — Tracy Kinsel
Secretary ~ Paula Duer
Treasurer - Pat Rhodes

Trustees
Judy Craig
Greg Duer
Paula Duer
Margaret Hogan
Tracy Kinsel
Kris Lamb RHA Annual Meeting — Sunday, June 12, 2011
Tefl Purcell 1 PM at the Ralston General Store
Patricia Rhodes . . .
Visit our website: www.ralstonmuseum.org
2011-2012 Membership Renewal Form The Ralston Historical Associa-
tion is always looking for volun-
Please indicate your membership information teers to help in a variety of ways.
If interested, please include your
New Member Renewal Corporate /Matching Gift name and phone number below or
send an email to:
John Ralston Society ($1,000.00 one time) rip543@comcast.net
Life Member ($250.00 one time)
Sustaining Member ($100.00 per year) Name:
Family/Institution Member ($40.00 per year) Phone:
Individual Member ($25.00 per year)
Senior citizen ($15.00 per year) RHA is a 501(C)3 organization.
Building/Collections Fund $ Please make your tax deductible
check payable to:
Name
Mailing Address Ralston Historical Association
City/State/Zip 313 Mendham Road — West
Email Mendham, NJ 07945




